and was certainly a deviation from the established rules of decorum ; not only such
as are observed from vassals to their superiors, but even such as pass between
equals. An instance of this will be remembered by many to have happened at
Banaris in the year 1773, in the meeting which took place there between the late
Yizeer Shujah-ud-Dowlah and myself, He had left his Capital with a large retinue;
but hearing that I came unattended, he dismissed his followers, and met me with
a state as humble as mine.

I received the Rajah with civility, and without any expression of displeasure. I
left Buxar the next morning, and received a second visit from the Rajah in my boat.
After a short space he desired to speak to me in private. The particulars of our
conversation I do not exactly remember: I can only relate the substance of it. He
professed much concern to hear that I was displeased with him, and contrition for
having given cause for it; assuring me that his Zemeedary, and all that he
possessed were at my devotion; he expressed his fears for Owsan Sing who had been
some days in my suite, and of the intrigues of his relations; and he accompanied
his words by an action either strongly expressive of the agitation of his mind, or
his desire to impress on mine a conviction of his sincerity, by laying his turband on
my lap. I replied, that I had not seen Owsan Sing, nor concerned myself about
him, nor should I descend to be a party in his family disagreements; that my busi-
ness was with him, and with him only; that what he had heard, or might have
conjectured, of my displeasure was true, and I entered into a full discussion of
the causes of it; that I had been already once deceived by his oaths and protesta-
tions, and should not suffer my purpose to be changed, or my duty to be over-
ruled, by any verbal concessions or declarations, which were made with little cost,
and for the observance of which I had no pledge, nor warrant to credit them* He
pleaded his inability to answer my charges against him; admitted that he was in
every respect faulty; but desired that I would forget the past, and form my opini-
on of him on his future behaviour. I declined any further conversation upon the
subject, and he took his leave.

As the preceding conversation was accidental, and made no part of the plan

which